Content Area Service-Learning Projects in Chicago Public Schools

Math 

1. Students learned about the issue and scope of hunger in Chicago, toured a food depository, and sponsored a food drive.
2. Students were given class lessons on tree planting, decided where to plant trees on school grounds, had two trees planted by the Department of Forestry, and planted five small trees themselves.

3. Students learned about the Millennium Development Goals with regard to poverty, clean water, and inadequate health care. Students then ran a fundraiser for the problems that they discussed.

4. A geometry class partnered with a nearby elementary school  and the high school students tutored 5th graders.

5. Students learned to count, sort, assemble, stock items and pack bags for hospital patients.

6. Students read about domestic violence and distributed a survey on the issue. They then presented their findings around school and gave a presentation to a feeder school.

7. While students were reading “Seedfolks” in their English classes and studying area and perimeter in their geometry classes, they designed their own community garden and volunteered at a local community garden.

8. Students in algebra classes studied real life applications of math such as calculating mortgage payment, car payments, credit card payments, etc. This unit culminated in students providing a walk-in workshop for the community.

9. Students used geometric shapes to create stained glass windows using poster board and tissue paper to donate to various nursing homes.

10. Students studied childhood obesity statistics and shared information about making healthy choices related to food and exercise with the school community.

11. Students created tessellations, gave them to residents of the local senior home, and explained the math involved in creating a tessellation. 

12. Students used math skills to collect donations and set up a thrift store that ran for two weeks. The money raised was donated to the homeless.

English 

1. Students went to a nearby elementary school once a month to tutor the students in reading and writing.

2. Students in American Literature classes examined Langston Hughes’s poetry of the Harlem Renaissance, then took pictures and wrote poems about their own neighborhoods.

3. Students in ESL classes developed information flyers on health care options for immigrants in their communities.

4. Students read “Romeo and Juliet” in English then put on a performance of selected scenes at a senior living facility. They also interviewed residents about their first loves.

5. English classes researched out-of-state colleges and universities then held a fair to present to their peers.

6. Classes read the book “My Sister’s Keeper,” then held a donation drive and sponsored a rally/talent show. The funds raised were donated to childhood cancer research. 

7. Students took a trip to a refugee aid organization where they interviewed refugees, then created pamphlets and stories to share with the school community.

8. Students wrote letters to the troops, made valentines for a local seniors’ organization, and wrote letters to the Peace Corps.

9. Students partnered with the public libraries to facilitate activities with younger children at an event.

10. Students held a school-wide campaign to raise money for Haiti.

11. Special education students completed a unit in homelessness and hunger in their social studies, math, and English classes. They also created and donated baskets of essential products to an area homeless shelter.

12. Students learned about the process of teaching others to read. The students created books and took them to designated elementary schools to read to the younger students.

13. Students learned about different cultures and experienced their foods. The students went to the hostel in downtown Chicago and learned how to create a meal from a different culture.  They also stayed overnight with students from another culture.

14.  Students discussed various literary genres, authors and works.  Students selected and collected texts to be donated to non-profit organizations for altruism.

15.  Students learned about hunger worldwide, in America and locally, in Little Village.  A food drive was held and students were responsible for all advertisement, collection and the tally of canned goods.  2,349 canned goods were delivered to the Lutheran Methodist Church in Little Village for their Food Pantry.

16.  Students created a health fair on exercise, healthy cooking, everyday fitness, health screening and disease prevention, healthy choice when dining out, consumerism, food deserts, and mental health through the arts.  Organizations were paired with a house to support and expand the students’ information booths.

17.  Students created informational posters about the history and importance of protecting civil rights.

18. Students learned how to conduct interviews, then met with and interviewed residents in a retirement home. They concluded the activity by writing the life stories of the residents and presenting the stories to them.

19. The students read “The 7 Habits of Highly Successful Teens” and wrote a reflection on their own high school experiences. They then combined their reflections to create a guide for incoming freshmen.

20. Students sold books and games to all age groups to help promote reading at home during report card pickup.

21. Students assisted in planning and organizing a Latino Book & Family Fest.

22. Students read “The Things They Carried,” created interview questions, and interviewed Vietnam veterans. They typed the interview, wrote the story, and submitted it to “The Observer,” a local newspaper that published the story.

23. After reading a book on domestic violence, students created literature on the effects of drugs, alcohol, and domestic violence. The students then distributed literature around the school and gave presentations on how our community is affected by such vices.

24. ESL students read about the accomplishments of Cesar Chavez and the UFW. Students then conducted a fundraiser to purchase Cesar Chavez books which were donated to the feeder schools’ libraries. 

25. ESL students learned about the importance of literacy and conducted a book drive.

26. ESL students learned about homelessness and poverty in their neighborhood and across Chicago. They then volunteered at the food depository. 

27. Students learned about the importance of literacy, then created a weekly class in which students and parents come to class and have books read to them. At the end of each reading session, parents and students participate in an art recap or literacy project.

28. Students read articles on domestic violence and conducted a fundraiser in support of a local domestic violence shelter.

29. After studying and performing a play with the American Theater Co, students learned how to lead a storybuilding exercise in which they help a group of young students create a story from beginning to end. They then visited a nearby afterschool program and led 1st and 2nd graders in a storybuilding activity.

30. After reading “Of Mice and Men,” students chose to study animal cruelty and people with disabilities. The first group visited the Anti-Cruelty Society to learn about animal welfare then taught 1st and 2nd graders at Monroe about animal care. The second group discussed and learned about people with disabilities and played basketball and created art projects with students at Ferst School.

31. Working with the Logan Square Neighborhood Association, students researched aspects of school reform through articles, interviews, film, and a survey. They then prepared a series of professional development workshops around a variety of issues including curriculum, student-teacher relationships, and discipline. 

32. After learning about the “Seven Strategies Good Readers Use,” students in the English classes prepared monthly lessons for their reading buddies at Reilly Elementary School. They incorporated before, during, and after reading strategies into each lesson, and they visited their buddies six times during the course of the school year.

33. ESL students reviewed vocabulary on weather, seasons, holidays, sports, clothing, etc. They then used Microsoft Word and clip art to create a calendar with a paragraph written about each month of they year. Students donated the calendars to a local Head Start program.

34. Students interviewed local community members about their immigration stories and then submitted their oral history projects to Immigrant Connect Chicago (www.immigrantconnect.org) for others to read.

35. After reading “In the Time of the Butterflies,” students created silhouettes profiling the stories of domestic violence victims. They then presented and displayed their silhouettes at the Hull House.

36. During a unit on narrative writing, students created books of literary and poetic devices that were sent to children in war-torn Uganda. They also conducted a school supply drive for their adopted school in Uganda.

37. While reading “Of Mice and Men” and studying the Great Depression, students interviewed members of their community about the current recession. They worked with a community organizer from a neighborhood association to study the effects on the local economy. Finally, they published the community stories for others to read.

38. Students in AVID classes studied the purpose of volunteering to improve our society, wrote and researched possible avenues to volunteer, and worked to clean, plant, and improve the area around the school.

39. Students read the book “Seed Folks” and planted a garden in the area near the school.

40. The freshman class determined violence and bullying were issues that needed to be addressed. They researched the effects of bullying and partnered with Louder than a Bomb to create poems, articles, and stories about bullying, then distributed a newsletter to all divisions in the school.

41. Students selected respect in the school community as an issue that they wanted to address. They prepared and presented to divisions in the school and worked on laying down a track about respect with the assitance of Street Level Youth Media.

42. Students studied green alternatives such as recycling, eco-friendly fuels, energy efficient lightbulbs, etc. and created displays on these topics. Students presented at the school’s service-learning informational fair at the end of the year.

43. Students studied homelessness in an interdisciplinary unit to raise awareness and foster sensitivity toward the homeless in Chicago. Students also organized four school-wide collections of toiletries, clothing, and canned goods. 

44. Students in American Literature classes created a multi-genre final project on one theme in relation to the American Dream. Students were required to complete one relevant service experience, for example a student doing a project on immigrants attended an immigration rally.

45. Students in English classes practiced public speaking skills as fundraisers for WTTW.

46. As part of the school’s 100th anniversary students researched and read information about the history of the school and created scrapbooks for each decade that were displayed at the centennial.

47. Students researched information about diabetes, made and distributed informational brochures, participated in daily walks around the school, and reflected on their overall experience.

48. Students wrote letters to soldiers stationed overseas and wrapped presents for children of soldiers.

49. Students interviewed Vietnam veterans and retold their stories.

Science
1. Students researched local water pollution and helped clean the shore of Lake Michigan. 

2. Students from anatomy and psychology classes researched health issues and presented them to their community during the second annual health fair. 

3. Students learned about the science of growing produce, helped in a community garden and created a vegetable garden on campus. 

4. Students learned about nutrition and obesity, and took a field trip to the most unhealthful city in America to teach residents about healthy food choices through cooking classes. 

5. Students adopted Montrose Beach for a yearly cleanup of Chicago River banks.  

6. Animal Rights Club students researched abused animals and visited a Michigan farm that cares for mistreated animals. 

7. Biology students worked monthly with the Chicago Portage National Heritage Forest Preserve on graphing and measurement of plant growth and participated in invasive species removal. 

8. Through interviews and research, students learned about the needs of Iraq and Afghanistan war veterans and visited a VA Hospital to collect supplies to send overseas to servicemen and women. 

9.  Students learned about the connection between personal health and sports and created a two-week afterschool sports program for students. 

10.  Science classes examined health issues in the African-American community to organize the high school’s 2nd annual health fair. 

11.  Through CERAP, students learned about energy consumption, ran an energy audit at their school and created a long-term action plan to lower carbon emissions on campus. 

12.  After in-class lessons and watching the UIC lab convert algae to biodiesel, chemistry students invited green companies and borrowed the Loyola University biodiesel bus to the high school’s annual green fair.

13.  Through Climate Cycle, students and staff organized a bikeathon to purchase solar panels for the high school. 

14. For Global Youth Service Day students worked on prairie restoration with Friends of the Park and the Chicago Portage Forest Preserve to steward a plot of land. 

15.  After the Environmental Justice Club researched the history of environmental justice and the life of Wangari Maathai, students maintained the school’s gardens and participated in the Alliance of Great Lakes’ monthly beach cleanup.  

16. Students participated in Mayor Daley’s annual Clean and Green to pick up litter around their school campus. 

17. Students conducted research and presentations on polio, fundraised for the March of Dimes and participated in the annual walkathon. 

18.  Students studied cancer, fundraised and donated money to the American Cancer Society. 

19. Students volunteered at the UIC School of Public Health’s Health Careers Opportunity Fair.  

20. Students in a science class helped spread mulch to “wake up” their neighborhood. 

21. A cross-curricular, yearlong project on hunger, students in freshmen science classes learned about sustainability in community gardens, and held service trips at a hunger walkathon, a food pantry and with the Anti-Hunger Federation. 

22. As a yearlong project students learned about global and local water issues, cleaned up river and lake line, sold bracelets to raise money for a well in Ecuador through water.org, and after the BP oil spill wrote persuasive letters to the president about energy alternatives.  

23.  ESL science students learned about U.S. tree species and volunteered at a nature center to mulch the grounds which they learned about. 

24.  With the Great Lakes Alliance and Friends of the Chicago River students learned about food and energy sustainability, maintained the school garden and helped organize on-campus environmental events.

25.  In smaller learning communities, to help fund cancer research, students and teachers shaved their heads in solidarity, and classes sponsored individual students to raise money.

26. The Recycling Club worked during their lunch hour two days a week to collect recyclables on campus. 

27. Environmental science and biology classes worked with an elementary school and its students on a pilot project to compost cafeteria meals. 

28.  Students helped organize and recruit students to donate blood for the school blood drive. 

29. Students advocates traveled to New York to meet with lawmakers and corporate givers about sponsoring and promoting more out-door activities for minority communities.  

30. The Environmental Club learned about energy conservation, audited energy use in school for a school conservation pledge, and held weatherization workshops for staff and students. 

31. Students studied, attended meetings and helped clean waterways with CIMBY. 

32. At freshmen orientation students of the Recycling Club held workshops on the benefits of recycling and displayed the club’s work to encourage students to join. 

33. In a semester-long effort freshmen and sophomores of smaller learning communities chose topics in health, connected with a community partner and created presentations for the end-of-the-year health fair. 

34. With the Chicago River Project students monitored the money saved by using solar panels and worm composting. 

35. With Green Technology students surveyed the number of cars that idle outside the school and ran a campaign to reduce that number. 

36. Students researched and learned about the importance of conserving energy, audited excessive energy use in the school, and raised school awareness of energy use by distributing “turn off the lights” switch pads and power cords.

37. The recycling club collected paper recycling from classrooms around the school, participated in the school showcase and freshman orientation.

38. Students surveyed energy and waste consumption in classrooms, then raised awareness about these issues through a poster campaign. 

39. Students met weekly to learn about horticulture and plan and complete various gardening projects around the school.

40. Students studied environmental issues and participated in direct action throughout the year, primarily through the Cook County Forest Preserve.

41. Students researched hypertension issues in their community and offered free blood pressure screening and information on healthy lifestyles to parents attending report card pickup.

42. Students researched online and recorded their findings on teen pregnancy. They created action plans that entailed creating an awareness campaign through printed flyers and class presentations during advisory periods.

43. Students planned and implemented a multidisciplinary health fair. Each house had a different theme from exercise, healthy cooking, everyday fitness, health screening and prevention, healthy choices, consumerism, food deserts, and mental health.

44. Students monitored money saved by using solar panels and worm composting, planned the recycling of plastics, planned a celebration of solar energy, and trained elementary school students.

45. Students surveyed the number of cars that idle outside the school and ran a campaign to reduce that number.

46. Students identified species at the Indiana Dunes and celebrated the diversity in the ecosystem.

47. Students learned gardening and landscaping techniques by watering, planting, pruning, and beautifying the school grounds.

48. Students studied many organisms that live in local waters and labeled them as native or invasive. They concluded with a Chicago River cleanup.

49. Earth science students studied the various types of trees, then worked with the Forestry Department to plant and care for the tree. Tree maintenance will continue throughout the next few years. 

50. Students served food to terminally ill patients at U of C Hospital.

51. Students did research on problems with water pollution and then helped in cleaning up along the shore of Lake Michigan.

52. Students researched how much food can be generated by one garden bed and the benefits of eating local produce. Students helped clear and weed a vacant lot in the community in order to develop a community garden.

53. Students researched green alternatives including recycling, eco-friendly fuels, and energy efficient lightbulbs. They then presented at the school service-learning fair.

54. Students learned about water pollution, researched government agencies responsible for water management and issues, tested water samples from various water sources in Chicago, visited the Water Reclamation Facility, and developed individual and group projects on water issues to share with the school community.

55. Students in a colloquium investigated the needs of cancer patients and decided to knit caps for the American Cancer Society.

56. Students learned how to maintain beehives at the North Park Village Nature Center and harvested, bottled, and sold honey to keep the program running.

57. Students learned about environmental issues and created games and displays for elementary students. They presented their displays at local elementary schools and wrote thank you letters to the elementary students for attending.

58. The students researched butterfly gardens and implemented a garden to attract butterflies. 

59. Students organized a blood drive at the school.

Social Sciences
1. Students examined social issues from their neighborhoods, then chose one issue to do a needs assessment, research, and action plan.

2. Students in the African American history class researched, designed, and created a quilt depicting the accomplishments of the African American community using a design from the Underground Railroad.

3. Students organized a peace walk to combat violence in the community.

4. Students learned about the Census in Civics class and helped spread information on the 2010 Census through various neighborhood groups.

5. Students worked as election judges and on political campaigns, making connections to the US History curriculum. 

6. History classes helped to design and paint murals on Martin Luther King Day of Service in conjunction with a classroom lesson on King.

7. Students researched job preparedness, career exploration, and the job search process and made presentations to junior class divisions.

8. Students visited Vaughn High School on the first Friday of every month and spent the whole day partnering with and working with a student at that school. 

9. Students traveled to Springfield to lobby against the cutting of funds that support the activities of the Safety Networks.

10. Students traveled to New York City to participate in an Outdoor Nation meeting to lobby for more outdoors in the lives of all Americans, especially minority communities. They met with peers from around the country, participated in the lawmaking process, and advocated for the cause.

11. As part of the American Government class, students chose to address the issue of violence and developed an action plan through the Mikva Challenge Issues to Action program. They met regularly as a PTSA, wrote letters to students and parents, created flyers, surveyed parents and students, and heard from guest speakers.

12. Students used their study of the Constitution and applied their knowledge to local and national issues. 

13. Students learned about hunger worldwide, in America, and in their neighborhood. A food drive was held and students were responsible for all advertisement, collection, and tallying of canned goods which were donated to a local food pantry.

14. Students researched environmental pollution in Little Village. They identified the most contaminated locations, attended a lecture by LVEJO, and wrote letters to city officials, aldermen, and state senators requesting immediate cleaning of those sites.

15. Students in a civics class held a film night to show “Papers: Stories of Undocumented Youth.”

16. The Summit, a student-led effort to select, explore, and act on major political issues, participated in a march in Washington D.C. for immigration reform. 

17. Students chose a global issue they felt the school community needed to become aware of, researched their topics, and then created a public awareness campaign on those topics. They displayed their work during report card pickup in order to reach a wider audience.

18. During a unit on World Issues, students focused on human trafficking and did research on trafficking into the United States. They then created pamphlets and presented their findings to elementary schools around the neighborhood. 

19. Students learned about the importance that the Census plays in our community then created a three tiered campaign to raise awareness. They created a door-to-door campaign, a texting campaign, and a rap campaign.

20. During a unit on hunger and poverty, students in the World Studies classes learned about hunger in Chicago and volunteered at a food depository.

21. Students packed and distributed food for the elderly at a food pantry. They learned the importance of selflessness and respect for others through citizenship.

22. Students distributed sandwiches and soda to veterans. They also had the opportunity to talk with the veterans and discuss current and past wars.

23. Students learned about conflict and genocide in Darfur, then wrote activism letters to President Obama regarding the issue. Students then put on a Darfur “edutainment” program featuring spoken word, music, and food.

24. A US history class worked cooperatively with a theater company and a teacher-actor to produce a play about the Constitution and Abraham Lincoln. The students then presented the play to the school and community.

25. Juniors studied the historical trends of immigration law in the US beginning with the Chinese Exclusion Act and progressing through to the newest legislation, S.B. 1070. Students were encouraged to attend rallies and protests, and all participants developed an immigration reform plan and wrote to a senator about it.

26. Across social studies classes, students participated in four days of curriculum instruction about Darfur. Students wrote letters to state officials urging action.

27. Students studied the civil rights movement and role played to better understand people’s decision making processes. They then began to advocate for improved school funding.

28. Special education law classes posted “get out the vote” signs and assisted in voter registration.

29. Students read about the Prohibition era and tied alcoholism to domestic violence today. They then distributed lollipops with Chicago’s Domestic Violence Hotline for all those that need help.

30. Students in the psychology class studied mental illness in their own community, then created a performance to raise awareness about the issue. They also provided information on additional resources and hotlines to the audience.

31. Students organized a peace walk to combat violence in their community.

32. Students collected canned food, snacks, and hygiene materials to create care packages for the troops in Iraq and Afghanistan.

33. Students learned about Alzheimer’s and made regular visits to their buddies affected by the disease at a nearby nursing home.

34. Students entertained and socialized with senior citizens from the community at a senior citizen prom. This event allows for intergenerational interaction in a positive and active environment. The students sang, served food, and danced with seniors at this event.

World Language
1. Students from Spanish I and II classes designed and implemented performance art pieces around the theme “African Latino Connections.” They then performed at feeder elementary schools.

2. Spanish students visited the Instituto del Progreso Latino where they interviewed older students preparing for their citizenship exams. They then wrote up their immigration stories and edited them to be read on the radio.

3. Spanish I students learning family vocabulary visited a senior apartment complex to create family albums with the residents.

4. Students studied the Rwandan genocide in French I and II. They then made and sold bracelets as a fundraiser to aid survivors in the region.

5. Students created handmade books in French and donated them to an area elementary school.

6. Students studied the language and culture of various countries in World Language and Sociology classes. They then visited Hosteling International, a youth hostel in downtown Chicago, where they prepared a dinner and socialized with international travelers.

7. Students learned German holiday songs and vocabulary. They then performed for local senior citizens at the Brauhaus and for holiday shoppers at Kristkindlmarket.

8. Students in Spanish classes tutored ELL students at a nearby elementary school.

9. Students in the Spanish 4 classes watched a documentary about an oil spill in the Amazon and then wrote letters in Spanish to public officials and oil companies in Ecuador.

10. French I students learned food vocabulary, researched hunger worldwide, and volunteered at food pantries in the city.

11. Students made posters in several languages advertising and reminding the community about the Census 2010.

12. Students in Spanish classes visited Casa Central, a local nursing home, to read books and spend time with the elderly residents.

13. Students learned a variety of Latin dances and learned the history behind each dance. They then performed for the children at an afterschool program.

14. Students read the book “The Very Hungry Caterpillar” in French, Spanish, and English to kindergartners at a nearby elementary school. They also taught about healthy eating and exercise. 

15. Students watched films and studied poverty in Peru and Colombia. They ran a shoe drive and volunteered at the Share Your Soles Foundation in Alsip, IL.

16. Students researched Spanish-speaking countries and presented the material to community members and students during the annual International Night.
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